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This book addresses a central but often ignored question in
the history of modern France and modern colonialism: How
did the Third Republic, highly regarded for its professed
democratic values, allow itself to be seduced by the insidi-
ous and persistent appeal of a “civilizing” ideology with dis-
tinct racist overtones?

“Conklin has written an important, thought-provoking, and
original book. Students of modern France as well as of West
Africa can gain a great deal from reading it.”

—American Historical Review

“Conklin brilliantly traces the interconnections and linkages
between the three critical sites of political, cultural, and
ideological interchange in France’s civilizing mission in
Africa: the imperial center, the colonial edifice sur place in
West Africa, and the Africans themselves. This is scholar-
ship that will eventually provoke a significant change in the
way modern French history is conceived, researched, and
written.” —]Julia Clancy-Smith, University of Arizona

“How republican was France during the years 1895-19307 . ..
Challenging historians who see France as primarily assimi-
lationist throughout the period, Conklin gives readers a
more subtle interpretation of the evolution of colonizing
ideology. . . . She convincingly shows that these years were
crucial in determining France’s relationship with its empire
and its republicanism.” ‘—Choice

Alice L. Conklin is Associate Professor of History at the
University of Rochester.
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