
Albert CamusandJean-PaulSartrefirstmet in 1943,duringtheGermanoccupation
of France. Intellectual as well as politicalallies,theygrew famousovernightafter
Pariswas liberated.But East-Westtensionsbeganto strain their {riendshipas they
evolvedin opposingdirections,disagreeingover philosophy,the responsibilitiesof
intellectuals,and what sorts of politicalchangeswere necessaryor possible.And
while Sartreembracedviolenceas a pathto change,Camussharplyopposedit, lead—
ingto a bitter andverypublicfallingout in 1952,afterwhich theynever spokeagain.

Aronsonchroniclesthis rivetingstorywhiledemonstratinghowCamusandSartre
developedfirst in connection with and thenagainsteachother,eachkeepingthe
other in his sightslongafter their break.Combinngbiographyand intellectualhis—
tory,philosophicalandpoliticalpassion,Camusmul Swim will fascinateanyone
interestedin thesegreatwriters or theworld—historicalissuesthat tore themapart.

“With meticulous cven-handedness,this internationallyrenowned Sartre expert
hasproduceda remarkablynon—partiszmaccount which alsoreminds us that it is

possibleto combine thehighestlevelofseholarshipwith a livelyand readablestyle
ofwriting.” n.ivmmumu, ‘IÏmrs Sli/)/)/(‘Hl(‘fll
“Aronson’s literaryacuitycombinedwith an entertaininguse d‘anecdotes ou social
and personal_jealousicsSartre and Camus harboredmakethe book a usefulbio—

graphicalbackgroundto themajorworks of theseauthorsanda most enjoyabletale
of the turmoil ofintellectual life in postwarFrance.” Puh/is/u‘mll?‘('/.‘/_V
“In his new book,C(mmsmu]Sur/rfi,RonaldAronson . . . traces the nuances of their

friendship,their mutual influencesand hostilities,and the thermesthat still haunt
contemporarydebates.” EDWARD |<()'l‘IISTEIN,.N'nu)br/r ‘1Ïmrs

R()NALI) AR()NH()N isDistinguishedProfessorof I“Iumanitiesin theDepartmentof
InterdisciplinaryStudies at WayneStateUniversity.He is the author or editor of
seven previousbooks,includingSarlm’s Sfl(‘0fl.dCri/[quaandS/(l_yOral(jPoliIits:/I

ViewsSauf/aAfrica,both publishedbytheUniversityofChicagoPress.
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